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Referat af mgde i Radet (¢konomi- og finansministre) den 7. maj 2001

1. Opfelgning af Det Enropaiske Rad i Stockholm

1 opfelgning pA Det Eyropeiske RAd i Stockholm orienterede formanden om den
igangverende draftelse med Europa-Parlamentet om resolutionen vedrgrende
Lamfalussy-rapporten.

Formanden for EPC fremlagde EPC's plan for analyser som opfglgning p
konklusjonerne fra Det Europziske Rad i Stockholm. Ridet og Kommissionen
stgttede op herom.
‘ :
2, Kommissionens henstilling med henblik pA EU's oyverordnede
pkonomisk-politiske retningslinjer

Kommissionen presenterede henstillingen, hvorefter der var en debat om
indholdet. Generelt pdpegede en rzkke lande, at procyklisk finanspolitik skal
undgds og at antallet af henstillinger var ved at vare for hgijt.

Fra dansk side blev der specielt udtrykt ¢nske om to ting, For det fgrste at -

afsnittet vedrgrende baredygtig udvikling styrkes. For det andet at de
gkonomisk-politiske remningslinjer skal tage stgrer hensyn til forskellene i
landenes besk=frigelsesrater, nir der formuleres henstillinger, endvidere vil det
tage tid fgr vedtagne reformer pd arbejdsmarkedet far fuld effekt.

3. @konomisk dialog mellem EU og Rusland

Formanden informerede kort om mgdet mellem EU og Rusland den 10.-11. maj
2001 i Moskva. Mgdet vil vare en uformel diskussion primert af de gkonomiske
reformer og investeringsklimaet i Rpsland, som bl.a. vil vare en del af forbere-
delsen af EU-Rusland topmg@det den 17. maj 2001.
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4. Forlgbigt forslag til EU-budget for 2002

Kommissionen presenterede hovedlinierne i budgetforslaget for 2002, som ville
blive vedtaget den 8. maj. Det indebar bl.a. en stigning i forpligtelses- ag
betalingsbevillingerne pa hhy. 3,4 og 4,8 %. Der ville blive afsat en reserve p&
1 mia. euro til BSE samt mund- og klovsyge. Forslaget ville overholde de
finansielle overslag aftalt i Berlin 1999.

Rédet havde en kortfattet drgftelse, hvor det blev betonet, at nye ndgifter inden
for landbrugsomradet métte holdes inden for de eksisterende rammer. Kommis-
sionen ville snarest fremlegge tillegs- og 2ndringsbudget som falge af ufor-
brugte midler for 2000.

5. Pensioner

Sa. Forslag til direktiv om arbejdsmarkedsorienterede pensionskassers
aktiviteter |

Der var en drgftelse af udkastet til ridskonklusioner. En rekke lande forholdt sig

kritisk til del af forslaget. Der var bl.a. et udbredt pnske om at stille kvantitative

krav til hensattelser og kvantitative regler for investeringer.

Rédet vedtog vedlagte konklusioner, som ikke forholder sig til de udestiende
spprgsmal vedrerende de tekniske aspekter,

Danmark tog et parlamentarisk forbehold,

5b. Meddelelse om beskatning af pensioner
Kommissionen redegjorde for hovedelementerne i meddelelsen.

6. Meddelelse fra Komrnissionen om elektronisk hande] og finansielle
tjenesteydelser
Rormanden presenterede meddelelsen.

Rédet vedtog de vedlagte konklusioner,
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7. Beretning fra Kommissionen til Ridet og Europa-Parlamentet om
rentegodtggrelser
Forslaget vil blive behandlet pa et senere rddsmgde.
8. Udkast til ridskonklusjoner til Revisionsrettens sarberetning
6/2000 vedr. rentesubsidier ydet til SMV-lin fra den Europziske

Investeringsbank

- Forslager vil blive behandlet pa et senere ridsmade.

9. Forslag fra Kommissionen om yderligere ekstraordinar finansiel
gavebpistand til Kosovo
Forslaget vil blive behandlet pa et senere rédsmgde.

10. Forordning om indfgrelse af en enhedsmekanisme for mellemfristet
betalingsbalancestgtte til medlemsstaterne
Forslaget vil blive behandlet pA et senere ridsmgde.
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PENSIONS

e INSTITUTIONS FOR OCCUPATIONAL RETIREMENT PROVISION:
DRAFT DIRECTIVE - COUNCIL CONCLUSIONS

The Council notes that the demographic challenge is one of the main economic and
social issues to be addressed in the first decade of the 21st century. The ageing
society calls for clear strategies for ensuring the adequacy of pension systers, These
issues are being addressed at both a national level and the EU lgvel, The Stockhelm
European Council set in train work on the portability of pensions, It alsa gave a new
impetus to economic reform, building on the goals set by the Lisbon European
Council. As part of this process, work is under way to put in place a framework far
prudential regulation of the activities of institutions for occuypational retirement
provision (the JORP Directive),

The IORP Directive’s main objective is fo create 2 Community prudential legal
framework for institutions for oceupational retirement provision in a way that is
coherent with existing single market legis]ation while fully respecting the great
variety of systems among Member States, particularly as regards supervision, as
well as the specific characteristics of JORPs. The framework must aim to ensure a
high level of protection of the rights of present and future pensioners, increase the
affordability of pension schemes and facilitate cross-border activity by institutions.
Member States retain full and sole responsibility for the organisation and reform of
their pension systems, which the proposed Directive does not seck to harmonise. In
addition, the Directive must not restrict the right for the competent authority in the
state of the pension rights holder to effectively apply the labour and social laws of
that state.

The Council considers that the Directive should promote:

a) the affordability of pension schemes and the provision of a high leve] of
protection of the rights of present and future pensioners as well as the
facilitation of cross-border activity by IORPs;

b) the delivery of the Eyropean Council’s economic reform goals;

c) cross-border membership based on yutual recognition of national
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prudential systems complemented by regulatory and supervisory co-opera-
tion to ensure effective enforcement of relevant social and labour laws in the
state of the pension rights holder.

The Council intends to make every effort to reach political agreement on the basis
of the abpve principles, respecting the timetables of the Financial Services Actian
Plan and of the report of the Wise Men.
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Declaration by F S.G ace ing the Council clu-

sions

The delegations of France, Belgium, Spain, Greece and Portugal stress that these
conclusions do not prejudge the outcome of the negotiations, pending in another
Council formation, on the Commission’s Directive proposal on distance marketing

of financjal services.
In this context, they stress the crucial importance of the following elements:

- The Union should engage into effective harmonisation at the highest Jevel
possible of the measures designed to protect the cansumers in the field of
marketing financial services, in order to ensure the confidence of the
consumers in the rules of the integrated financial market, which is the pre-
conditjon to its deve]opment; in the meantime, transitional periods should
be considered;

- The full applicability of the reflection period to the benefit of the consu-
mers that are resident in those Member States where it exists;

- A transparency requirement for consumers, on the applicable law to pre-
contractual obligations, should be established.






