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Europaudvalget
KOM (2005) 0015 - Bilag 1
Offentlig

Folketinget — Europaudvalget
Christiansborg, den 1. februar 2005

Til

udvalgets medlemmer og stedfortraedere.

Kommissionens arbejdsprogram for 2005

Til udvalgets orientering vedleegges Kommissionens lovgivnings- og
arbejdsprogram for 2005.

Arbejdsprogrammet indeholder alene en gennemgang af de forslag og
initiativer, som Kommissionen vil give hej prioritet det kommende 4r.

For en samlet oversigt over alle Kommissionens planlagte forslag og initiativer
for 2005 henvises til Europaudvalgets bilag 2 - 5 p4 KOM (2005) 0015.

TFor yderligere information om Kommissionens arbejdsprogram henvises

til notat af 27/1-05 fra Folketinget repreesentant ved EU, Mongin Forrest
(info-note I (04) 28).

Med venlig hilsen
Lone Boelt Moller,
Udvalgssekreteer.
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COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

Brussels, 26.1.2005
COM(2005) 15 final

COMMISSION WORK PROGRAMME FOR 2005

Communication from the President
in agreement with Vice-President Wallstrém
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I INTRODUCTION

2005 will be a pivotal year for the European Union. Europe needs to create more growth
and jobs by injecting new vigour into the Lisbon strategy; it needs to provide the means to
support prosperity, solidarity and security through agreement on the Financial Perspectives;
and it needs to enhance citizens' freedom, security and justice on a European scale through the
implementation of the Hague programme. Key decisions must be taken which will have a
direct impact on the future of the enlarged Union. At the same time, the Constitution serves as
a reminder to the Union of why it is here and where it is going. The European Commission
has a central role to drive this agenda forward and intends to pursue these goals with energy
and determination.

The following features of the 2005 political climate are of particular significance:

e Economic Growth in Europe is stuck at a little over 2%. This is not enough to tackle
unemployment and reflects broader weaknesses in Europe’s ability to be competitive and
to promote the key drivers of growth.

¢ Ratification of the Constitution will spark intense political debate in Member States
across the Union. This debate, like any debate on the future of the Union, will clearly be
the source of opposing views; but it will also offer an opportunity to enhance public
understanding of the Unton.

» The negotiations on the Financial Perspectives give the Union an opportunity to ensure
that one of the key tools at, its disposal, the EU budget, is directed to maximise the
effectiveness of the Union’s output in accordance with its objectives;

e 2005 will be a crucial year to ensure proper functioning of the newly enlarged Union.

This legislative and Work Programme (hereafter the Work Programme) concentrates on the
contribution of the Commission as the body responsible for articulating the common
European interest and giving policy direction to the work of the Union. From the early days of
the European project, the Commission’s right of initiative has been instrumental in
galvanising the Union to act in pursuit of common goals.

The Work Programme accompanies the proposal for the Strategic Objectives for 2005-2009.
It is the first opportunity for the new Commission to help set out a direction for Europe for the
next five years. It lays out how and where the Commission will act in pursuit of strategic
priorities over the coming year, in respect of both new and ongoing actions. Annexed to the

text is a list of key new actions.

The Commission takes a new approach to its Work Programme this year:
» The work programme is more politically focused.

s Particular attention is given to implementation. The Commission is fully committed to
delivering on the priority proposals listed in Annex I in the course of the year.

o There should be a real emphasis on delivering through the highest standards of delivery
and better regulation. Section III of the Work Programme lays out the Commission’s
intentions in more detail.
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The Work Programme also serves the purpose of helping all the EU institutions to plan their
work effectively. Since it sets out only the priorities amongst the Commission’s new actions,
the other institutions will also receive a full list of any other acts aimed at the inter-
institutional process over the next year. This reflects a welcome trend towards the
coordination of the institutions’ work — a point highlighted by the European Parliament in
approving the new Commission. The Constitution will offer the logical next step by
foreseeing a multi-annual, inter-institutional programme offering the Union a common
strategic vision. The Strategic Objectives 2005-2009 proposed in parallel to this Work
Programme by the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council as a joint basis
for the work of the institutions is inspired by the provisions of the Constitution.

I THE COMMISSION’S PRIORITIES FOR 2005

In February last year, the Annual Policy Strategy for 2005 set out the priorities for action
over the next year, and the key initiatives required to make these a reality.

The adoption of the Annual Policy Strategy each year provides an opportunity for an inter-
institutional dialogue on the priorities for the year to come. The European Parliament and the
Council examine the Commission’s proposals in depth, and make suggestions for change.
These reactions are pulled together in a stocktaking exercise which allows the priorities and
key initiatives to be reworked as required; and fed through into the Work Programme.

Due to the institutional changeover in 2004, a lighter procedure than vsual was adopted for
the dialogue with the European Parliament. In April, the priorities identified by the
Commission received general support, with an additional focus on security in the wake of the
terrorist attacks in Madrid. Council conclusions welcomed the priorities and asked that the
conclusions of the Spring European Council should be fully factored in.

The views of the institutions have been taken fully into account as the Work Programme has
been developed. In particular, the Commission shares the overarchmg objective of prosperity
and sustainable development. It noted:
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 a strong emphasis on the real implementation of the Lisbon strategy;

* a particular focus on security, with the need to manage the enlarged EU’s external borders,
to have a common approach towards migratory flows, and to extend efforts to fight

terrorism;

* strong support for an ambitious Neighbourhood Policy and for a vigorous development
agenda.

The fruits of this dialogue, and the exchanges with the other institutions since the new
Commission came into office, have come together with the development of the Strategic

Objectives to highlight the key priorities for 2005:

- The central objective is to enhance prosperity through a new momentum for growth
and employment, based on stronger competitiveness.

- The separate objectives of solidarity and security will be pursued as essential
complements to prosperity.

- Strengthened by its new continental legitimacy, the Union will project its internal
objectives through enhanced extermal responsibility.

European citizens expect and deserve the European Union to play its part in improving their
quality of life.

A key factor to turn this perspective into reality is the overarching objective of sustainable
development. The European model is founded on the principle that actions that promote

.competitiveness, growth and jobs, as well as economic and social cobesion and a healthy

environment reinforce each other. Tackling climate change, for example, is a prerequisite for
sustainable growth.

For citizens, freedom, security and justice are at the heart of their concerns. The November
2004 European Council adopted the Hague Programme, which opens up a new stage in the
development of an area of freedom, security and justice and serves as a detailed programme

of action.

Finally, if the European Union is to be closer to its citizens, it also has a responsibility to
communicate effectively. This was recognised in the November 2004 European Council
which welcomed the Commission’s intention to present a comprehensive Communication

strategy.

Key on-going cross-cutting actions

¢ Negotiating the contribution of the next Financial Perspectives and its underlying policies
to the objectives of the Union 2007-2013.

» Guaranteeing the smooth functioning of the enlarged Europe and the full application of the
policies and rules within all the Member States
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The following sections summarise:
e the key goals under each objective;
¢ asummary of the actions planned for adoption under each priority;

s a summary of other key ongoing Commission activities which will contribute to the
priorities in 2005.

11.1 Prosperity

An upturn in economic growth is the central policy objective of the Commission. This means
stepping up support for key drivers of growth like research and innovation; and tackling needs
sector by sector, with a special focus on services. A new impetus to the European dimension
of competitiveness will be given through the mid-term review of the Lisbon strategy. The
Spring European Council in March offers an opportunity for the EU and the Member States to
make real progress towards improving the competitiveness of the European model as the route
to prosperity, employment, cohesion and environmental protection. But without prejudging
the results of the review, the work of the Commission to pave the way towards a renewed
Lisbon strategy can be made concrete through a series of precise actions seeking to address
some of the key determinants of a successful growth policy.

» A sound macroeconomic framework is essential to the health of an economy. Reforming
the Stability and Growth Pact will help to ensure that stability is assured through a
renewed agreement on the rules governing the Pact.

¢ The costs of poor infrastructure to the European economy are huge. The Trans-European
Network needs to build on the Growth Initiative by ensuring that significant extra
resources are matched by new measures to make the networks more operational and more
coordinated. More transparency in the energy market would also help to ensure better

security of energy supply.

» A new generation of research programmes will propose a step change to narrow the gap
between Europe’s research effort and its major competitors. The EU budget should make a
much greater contribution to the agreed goal of 3% of GNP devoted to research. Research
programmes should focus on areas where the EU can offer real added value: promoting
excellence and fostering collaboration on a European basis, ensuring the research potential
of Europe as a whole is realised, and offering economies of scale, effectiveness and
simplification. Creating a knowledge economy in the EU also means achieving the EU’s

goals for lifelong Iearning.

¢ Innovation and entrepreneurship are also critical to growth and job creation. The Union
needs to stimulate these goals by pursuing policies to catalyse innovation and
entrepreneurship and by complementing Member State action. A climate of innovation
needs to be fostered which goes beyond technological innovation to embrace new ways
forward in areas like distribution, marketing and design. Europe can build on its leading
edge in areas like eco-innovation to offer a real stimulus to growth and competitiveness.

¢ The European business environment needs to be more encouraging to companies
wishing to seek out new opportunities. A properly functioning Interna! Market is an
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essential prerequisite to growth and competitiveness. For the real benefits of the Single
Market to be exploited to the full, barriers need to be removed in key sectors like financial
services and energy. Efficient markets and incentives to investment and innovation are
crucial elements to achieve growth and job creation: effective competition is one of the key
stimulants to this end. Environmental technologies can boost the productivity and
competitiveness of European business. A wider adoption of Information and
Communication Technologies will boost growth by raising productivity, opening new
markets and improving public services. A new comprehensive strategy will be proposed
for the European Information Society up to 2010.Tax policy needs to make life easier for
companies and avoid the risk of double taxation. But such action will only be effective
alongside better implementation of internal market legislation and a reduction in the
regulatory burden. Proper procedures and remedies are required to ensure that rules on
public procurement, copyright and industrial property are applied.

Key ongoing actions

Turning the Growth Initiative into concrete actions, in particular in infrastructure
Advancing preparation of the international fusion energy initiative (ITER)

Final year for the Financial Services Action Plan 2000-05

Development of a European policy on space ‘

Further development of policy in key Internal Market areas such as public procurement
(defence and public-private partnerships), intellectual property and financial services
(clearing and settlement)

Promoting better economic governance and strengthening the capacity for monitoring
the macroeconomic and fiscal situation

m.2 Solidarity

Solidarity is a cornerstone of European citizenship:

*

The social dimension of the goal of creating more and better jobs needs to be promoted
through a new Social Policy Agenda to cover the next five years. Specific work is also
required to combat discrimination and promote gender equality, encourage labour mobility,
anticipate the problems associated with restructuring, and to launch a debate on how to
tackle the problem of the Union’s ageing population.

The benefits of growth must touch all parts of the Union to be effective. This means
refocusing and reworking cohesion policy to ensure that resources are directed not only to
regions of greatest need, but also to sectors which can offer the best growth potential to
promote competitiveness at regional level. At the same time, policies in areas like
information technology can help to address exclusion by increasing access.

Being a European Citizen implies participating in partnership. Citizenship entails measures
to nurture inter-cultural diversity in Europe and beyond, and to stimulate active civic
participation within the Union. A particular focus on youth would help to reflect the
disparate interests of this group. In addition, regulation of the audio-visual sector needs
updating following the recent consultation.
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The sustainability of our environment and our natural resources has long been acknowledged
as a priority for the EU and is part of the solidarity between generations:

o The enmvironmental challenges facing Europe need a coordinated EU-wide response.
Thematic strategies are a new approach to environmental policy to maximise the inter-
linkages within and between environment and other sectoral policy areas. They have been
designed to ensure that all aspects of policy can be taken into account and a varied menu of
responses can be used to deal with resource use, waste, pesticides, air, soil, and the urban
and marine environments. The EU must also ensure that the environmental and social costs
of different transport choices is made more transparent, and give further encouragement to
renewable energy. But it must also look ahead: we should already be considering what
strategies will be required to tackle climate change into the next decade. Planning now to
adapt to climate change, including new initiatives to enhance energy efficiency, will help
businesses and citizens to adapt and to mitigate future hazards.

» Reforms to the Common Agricultural Policy and the Common Fisheries Policy have
already paved the way for a more sustainable management of natural resources,
increased competitiveness through more market orientation in line with the Lisbon
strategy, and enhanced support for vulnerable communities. This work needs to be spread
into new areas, such as a new phase in sugar reform and adaptation of the banana
legislation. A new strategy will offer an EU-wide coherence to rural development and
promote growth and prosperity for rural areas. Simplified and improved governance of
fisheries policy should come through consolidating action in a single instrument.

Key ongoing actions

o Launching of the new system for emissions trading and implementation of the Kyoto
Agreement

¢ First year of implementation of Common Agricultural Policy reform with the introduction
of the single farm payment

¢ Paving the way for a Maritime policy for the Union

¢ Implementation of the EU Biodiversity Plan

IL.3 Security for European citizens

Security is one of the primary expectations of European citizens. Action in the area of
freedom, security and justice commands a strong consensus. Risks from health or
environmental crises increasingly assume a pan-European dimension. Action will be spread
between the different elements of policy:

e The free movement of persons within the Union requires a common approach to
border control, asylum and immigration. Common rules on legal migration and return
procedures would offer a level playing field for potential immigrants; and it is necessary to
collect the data required to target policy effectively. But border control is costly, and
Member States facing disproportionate obligations should have the load lightened by a
system of burden sharing.
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o The threat to security in a borderless Europe must be faced by a coordinated
response. Operational cooperation against terrorism and organised crime, as well as better
use of intelligence, would plug some of the gaps. Communication would also be enhanced
by better networking of national authorities, and by common access to criminal records.
Cooperation between transport police also flows logically from a unified transport
network. The Union also has security responsibilities with effects beyond its borders, such
as effective customs and other controls on dual-use goods.

* Access to justice must be reinforced. This can be tackled by cooperation between judicial
authorities, and by spreading the area of justice to embrace issues like divorce settlements,
maintenance obligations, successions and wills. At the same time, individual rights must be
protected and the Union should look ahead to the proposed incorporation of the Charter of
Fundamental Rights into the Constitution.

¢ The EU needs mechanisms in place to respond rapidly to crisis and to improve the safety
for its citizens. Maritime and road safety, as well as air transport safety and security
require response at EU level. Radioactive waste needs to be well managed. Health is also
an area where coordination and exchange of best practice can bring direct benefits to the
citizen, Most of the food safety rules have already been put in place, but their application
must be enhanced by training and better controls and they need updating in the light of
scientific evolution and consumer needs. Consumers need both proper protection in areas
like additives, and proper information about welfare standards in food production. Animal
health and welfare rules also need updating to reflect new scientific knowledge and
enhance welfare and health protection.

‘e Security of energy sapply should be promoted through reducing long-term dependency

on oil and gas imports.

Key ongoing actions

» Ensuring food safety and phytosanitary controls as well as harmonised verification of the
health of imported animals and the safety of imported food and feed

e Preparing a new initiative on security research

o Preparation of the second phase of the Common Asylum System (including
implementation of European Refugee Fund II)

o Strengthening common visa policy and security of travel documents

¢ Stepping up the fight against terrorism by reinforcing EU networks and capabilities

4 EXTERNAL PRIORITIES

The new dimension of the Union after enlargement suggests a pressing need to put in place
a stable, comprehensive political framework with the neighbouring countries of the south and
the east: implementation of this second sphere of prosperity and stability is the central
external priority. This needs full implementation of the Union’s new neighbourhood policy.
At the same time, the stabilisation and association process should remain the policy
cornerstone for the countries of the Western Balkans, and the accession process will continue
with the pre-accession strategy and opening of negotiations with Turkey and an active phase
of negotiation with Croatia.
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The enlarged Union can and must also assume greater global responsibility. The
Commission needs to play a greater role in promoting sustainable development worldwide,
notably through the Millennium Development Goals, and to take a lead in multilateral
governance and UN reform. The Union’s integrated commercial policy and its vital role in
promoting development will lead it to take on greater responsibility in multilateral institutions
like the World Trade Organisation. A coherent set of instruments and their improved
coordination will strengthen the ability of the Union to respond effectively to civilian crisis or
post-conflict situations. The rapid deployment of humanitarian aid in the wake of the T'sunami
disaster illustrated the contribution that the effective and rapid deployment of EU
humanitarian aid and other assistance can make to delivering on the EU’s global
responsibilities. One other way to achieve maximum leverage for the action of the Union
worldwide is by making maximum use of the external dimension of its internal policies.

Following the longer-term goals laid out in the strategic objectives, the Commission intends
to give special attention in 2005 to action in two spheres: relations with its immediate
neighbourhood, and the imperative for development exemplified by Africa.

¢ The European Neighbourhood Policy will share the benefits of the EU’s enlargement
with neighbouring countries in strengthening stability, security and prosperity. In 2005, the
Commission will extend to new neighbouring countries tailored action plans establishing
targets on the full range of political, economic and social issues, acting as a catalyst for
economic and political reform. For the Mediterranean, the Barcelona process will be
reviewed and reworked to ensure that it remains the most efficient instrument for
partnership and dialogue, and offers a regional perspective within the overall

neighbourhood approach.

o The process of enlargement will continue with the regular strategy paper on progress in
the enlargement process (monitoring reports on Bulgaria and Romania; progress reports
with Croatia and Turkey). It will also report on the advancement of the Stabilisation and
Association process with the Western Balkans. Finally, it will assess whether to
recommend that negotiations for accession be opened with the former Yugosiav Republic

of Macedonia.

o The Union will make a new development policy statement to pave the way for enhanced
effectiveness in EU development efforts and will prepare for the global review of the
Millennium Development Goals by the UN in September 2005 by making its own
stocktaking and proposals on how to drive the process forward. This should include a
specific focus on sustainable financing for development and effective multilateralism. In
addition, the Union should make effective use of its bilateral relationships, such as
realising the full potential of the transatlantic relationship.

e The Union will also continue its efforts to secure a successful outcome to the Doha
Development Round, in particular through working for significant progress at the Hong
Kong Ministerial meeting, and by pursuing policies that promote development objectives..

¢ The new development policy statement and the broad review of the Union’s progress
towards the Millennium Development Goals should be complemented by a specific
strategy for Africa. The specific problems of Africa, in particular Sub-Saharan Africa,
need to be recognised with a specific response. A dedicated strategy will help the EU’s
efforts to offer a step change in support to Africa in terms of both quantity and quality. It
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must target the goal of a real partnership based on a mature trading and political
relationship.
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Key ongoing actions

Implementing a new EU neighbourhood policy through action plans already adopted
Stabilisation and association in the Western Balkans

Preparation for the accession of Romania and Buigaria

Implementing the pre-accession strategy and accession negotiations with Turkey and
Croatia

Negotiation on streamlined package of external relations instruments within the
Financial Perspectives package

Cotllaborating with the US on the Middie East Peace Process

Pursuit of current regional or bilateral negotiations (Mercosur, GCC) and other
initiatives to strengthen trade relations (United States, Canada, ASEAN)
Implementation of the European Security Strategy and further steps in European
Security and Defence Policy

Helping ACP partners to absorb the consequences of the EU sugar reform.

Ongoing negotiation of Multilateral Environmental Agreements, including ongoing
climate change negotiations

. DELIVERY AND BETTER REGULATION

High standards for in EU governance and regulation are essential for the EU policy delivery
to be both credible and legitimate. In particular, better regulation and improved quality of
legislation contributes directly to stimulating growth, competitiveness and employment,
whilst ensuring adequate protection for citizens and the environment. In recognition of the
importance of better regulation, the Commission will relaunch in the first quarter of 2005 its
strategy to simplify and improve the regulatory environment.

Subsidiarity and proportionality The Commission’s work will be tested against the
requirements of subsidiarity and proportionality: the EU should only act when necessary
and in the lightest form possible. The Commission notes the special role which would be
given to national parliaments in the Constitution in respect of subsidiarity.

Value for money and accountability The EU Budget should only be used when it can
offer better value for money than spending at national level. Spending must also be clearly
accountable, with effective inter-institutional mechanisms in place to make this work.
Adequate audit and control systems must be put in place, with a roadmap aiming at a
positive declaration of assurances from the European Court of Auditors. In order to protect
the financial interests of the Union, fraud deterrence should be enhanced through more

transparency and cooperation.

Consultation It can be noted that a large number of the proposals to be adopted this year
are designed to launch consultations. The Commission is convinced that the fuil
participation of civil society and other interested parties in the preparation of policy has a
real impact on the quality and effectiveness of policy. When consulting interested parties
the Commission will, as much as possible, apply the minimum standards for consultation’.

1

COM(2642) 704 final.
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Impact assessment The Commission considers impact assessment to be a vital tool in
helping to ensure that policy is made in full knowledge of the facts and continues to
develop its practices to this end.? The impact assessment process guides the policy-making
process through an open analysis of the options and provides a discipline to ensure that
economic, social and environmental factors are fuily taken into account. It then provides a
clear and accessible public explanation of why a proposal is being made. Impact
assessment has therefore been made a standard feature of all the proposals in the Work
Programme. In this context, the Commission will ensure that the impact assessments
adequately take into account competitiveness. The only cases where an impact assessment
is not necessary is for Green Papers and consultations with the social partners. In these
cases, an impact assessment will follow at a later stage if the initiative is to be pursued,

Transposition and implementation The Commission will safeguard the legislative
process in its entirety. It will intensify its efforts implement the new approach to the
application of Community law’, in particular through preventative measures and the
rigorous treatment of infringement when necessary.

Simplification In the context of its June 2002 Action Plan “Simplifying and improving the
regulatory environmen »%in February 2003, the Commission proposed a framework action
for “Updating and simplifying the Community acquis”,’ aimed at securing a clear,
understandable, up-to-date and user-friendly body of EC secondary law to the benefit of
citizens, economic operators and public administrations. In early 2005, the Commission
will be reporting comprehensively on the implementation of the 2003 framework for
simplification and set out its intentions for the future work to simplify existing legislation,
up-dating its rolling programme for simplification. The Council endorsed in November

- 2004 a list of priorities for simplification based on suggestions from Member States and

invited the Commission to take any appropriate action’. The Commission is committed to
respond to the priorities proposed by the Council by March 2005 but the present work
programme for 2005 already contains the Commission’s response on some of Council’s

priorities7.
The implementation of the Commission’s codification programme was delayed in 2004

due to translation bottlenecks in the New Member States, but it is set to result in a
significant increase in new legislative proposals for codification in the course of 2005.

Annex 3 provides an indication of planned proposals with important simplification
implications.

Commission Staff Working Paper, Impact Assessment: Next Steps — In support of competitiveness and
sustainable development, SEC(2004) 1377 of 21 October 2064,

COM(2002) 725 final, 20.12.2002.

COM(2002) 278 final, 6.6.2002.

COM{2003) 71 final, 1122003, The framework sets out six lines of action: simplification,
consclidation, codification, repeal, declaration of obsolescence and organisation and presentation of the
acquis.

The list of proposals include the following priorities : Plant protection products ; Annual accounts ;
Twelfth company law directive ; Waste oils; Waste directive; Hazardous waste ; Incineration of
waste ; Food labelling ; International vs. EU motor vehicles rules ; Construction products ; Medical
devices ; Pressure vessels ; Health and Safety at work ; Structural business statistics.

It should be noted that the pursuit of Council’s simplification priorities do not always require legislative
initiatives from the Commission.

12
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- ANNEX!
ANNEX 11
ANNEX 11

PROPOSALS TO BE ADOPTED UNDER THE WORK PROGRAMME
PROPOSALS AWAITING ACTION BY THE LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY
SIMPLIFICATION
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ANNEX 11

Legislative proposals awaiting action by the Legislator

Economic and Financial Affairs

Proposal for renewal of the Interinstitutional Agreement on budgetary discipline and
improvement of the budgetary procedure. COM(2004)498

Proposal for a Council Decision on the systems of the European Communities' own
resources and Proposal for a Council Regulation on the implementing measures for the
correction of budgetary imbalances in accordance with Articles 4 and 5 of the Councit
Decision of (.) on the system of the European Communities’ own resources.

(2004/0170/CNS)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on mutual
administrative assistance for the protection of the financial interests of the Community
against fraud and any other illegal activities (2004/0172/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the criminal-
law protection of the community’s financial interests COM(2001)272 - 2001/0115 (COD)

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (Euratom) No 1074/1999
concerning investigations conducted by the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF),

(2004/0038/COD)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending
Regulation (EC) No 1073/1999 concerning investigations conducted by the European
Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) (2004/0035/COD)

Commission proposal for a Council Regulation laying down provisions on the European

- Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund to replace

Council Regulation 1260/1999 (2004/¢163/AVC)

Commission proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and Council on the
European Regional Development Fund to replace Regulation 1783/1999.
(2004/0167/COD)

Commission proposal for a Council Regulation on the Cohesion Fund to replace Council
Regulation 1264/1999 amending Regulation 1164/1994 establishing the Cohesion Fund

(2004/0166/CNS)

Commission proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and Council
establishing a European Grouping on Cross-border cooperation (2004/0168/COD)




Taxation / Customs Union

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 2003/49/EC on a common system of
taxation applicable to interest and royalty payments made between associated companies
of different Member States (2003/0331/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 90/434/EEC of 23 July 1990 on the
common system of taxation applicable to mergers, divisions, transfers of assets and
exchanges of shares concerning companies of different Member States (2003/0239/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 77/388/EEC as regards reduced rates
of value added tax (2003/0169/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 77/388/EEC as regards the place of
supply of services (2003/0329/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Directive on the common system of value added tax (Recast)
(2004/0079/CNS)

Travel agents (2002/0041/CNS & 2003/0057/COD)

Postal services (2003/0091/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Regulation (EC) No 1798/2003 as regards the
introduction of administrative cooperation arrangements in the context of the one-stop
scheme and the refund procedure for value added tax. Simplification of VAT obligations
(one stop shop) (2004/0261/CNS & 2004/0262 /CNS)

Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 92/12/EEC (Atrticles 7 to 10) on the
general arrangements for products subject to excise duty and on the holding, movement
and monitoring of such products (2004/0072 /CNS)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending
Council Regulation (EEC) No 2913/92 establishing the Community Customs Code

(2003/167/COD)

General Affairs and External Relations — Development

Mandat de négociations en vue d’accords-cadres individuels de partenariat et de
coopération avec la Thailande, Singapour, Indonésie, Philippines, Malaisie, Brunei

SEC(2004) 1022

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning
Community cooperation with Asian and Latin American countries and amending Council
Regulation (EC) No 2258/96 (2002/0139/COD)

Communication from the Commission to the Council concerning the conclusion of an
agreement for R&D co-operation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy between the
European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom) and the government of the People's
Republic of China COM(2004)755
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Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning
Community cooperation with Asian and Latin American countries and amending Council
Regulation (EC) No 2258/96 (2002/0139/COD)

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing an Instrument for Pre-Accession
Assistance (IPA) (2004/0222/CNS) '

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down
general provisions establishing a European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument

(2004/0219/COD)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a
financing instrument for development cooperation and economic cooperation

(2004/0220/COD)

Proposal for a Regulation of the Council establishing an Instrument for Stability
(2004/0223/CNS)

Amended proposal for a Council Regulation concerning trade in certain equipment and
products which could be used for capital punishment, torture or other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment COM(2004)731

Negotiating Directives for MRA on professional qualifications SEC(2004)133

Proposal for a Council Decision on the application of éertain guidelines in the field of
officially supported export credits (2004/0101/ACC)

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the establishment of a voluntary FLEGT
licensing scheme for imports of timber into the European Community (2004/0173/ACC)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the access to
Community External Assistance (2004/0099/COD)

Proposal for a Council Decision fixing the deadline for the commitment of the funds of the
9th European Development Fund (EDF) COM(2004)838-2

Justice, Freedom and Security

Amended proposal for a Council Directive on minimum standards on procedures in
Member States for granting and withdrawing refugee status (2000/023 8/CNS)

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on the
presentation of a proposal for a directive and two proposals for recommendations on the
admission of third-country nationals to carry out scientific research in the European
Community (2004/0061/CNS, 2004/0062/CNS & 2004/0063/COD)

Proposal for a Council Decision establishing a secure web-based Information and Co-
ordination Network for Member States’ Migration Management  Services
(2003/0284/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 539/2001 as regards the
reciprocity mechanism (2004/0141/CNS)




Proposal for a Council Directive relating to the conditions in which third-country nationals
shall have the freedom to travel in the territory of the Member States for periods not
exceeding three months, introducing a specific travel authorisation and determining the
conditions of entry and movement for periods not exceeding six months (2001/0155/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a Community Code on the rules governing
the movement of persons across borders (2004/0127/CNS)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending the
Convention implementing the Schengen Agreement of 14 June 1985 on the gradual
abolition of checks at common borders as regards access to the Schengen Information
System by the services in the Member States responsible for issuing registration
certificates for vehicles (2003/0198/COD)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council creating a
European order for payment procedure (2004/0055/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on certain aspects
of mediation in civil and commercial matters (2004/0251/COD)

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing by the European Community of the
Council of Europe Convention on contact concerning children COM{(2002)520

Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on the European Evidence Warrant for
obtaining objects, documents and data for use in proceedings in criminal matters
(2003/0270/CNS)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and the Council on the law
applicable to Non-contractual obligations (2003/0168/COD)

Proposal for a Council Deéision on the exchange of information extracted from the
criminal record (2004/0238/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing, on behalf of the European Community, of
the United Nations Convention against Corruption COM (2003) 751

Proposal for a Council Framework Decision to strengthen the criminal law framework for
the enforcement of the law against ship source poliution (2003/0088/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on attacks against information systems
(2002/0086/CNS)

Report from the Commission to the Council Report from the Commission to the Council
on controls on cross-border cash movements - Proposal for a Regulation of the European
Parliament and of the Council on the prevention of money laundering by means of
customs co-operation (2002/0132/COD)

Proposal for a Council Decision On the information exchange, risk-assessment and the
control on new narcotic drugs and new synthetic drugs (2003/0215/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Decision establishing the European Police College (CEPOL) as a
kady of the European Union ( 2004/0215/CNS)

R
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Employment, Social Pelicy, Health and Consumers

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and the Council on working

conditions for temporary workers Amended proposal for a Directive of the European
Parliament and the Council on working conditions for temporary workers
(2002/0072/COD) ‘

Proposition de directive du PE et du Conseil concernant les prescriptions minimales de
sécurité de santé relatives 4 I'exposition des travailleurs aux risques dus aux agents
physiques (les rayonnements optiques) (1992/449/COD)

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council
Decision 2001/51/EC establishing a Programme relating to the Community framework
strategy on gender equality and Decision No 848/2004/EC of the European Parliament and
of the Council esiablishing a Community action programme to promote organisations
active at European level in the field of equality between men and women (2004/1 94/COD)

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a
Community Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity — PROGRESS.
(2004/0158/COD)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the European
Social Fund (2004/0165/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
implementation of the principle of equal opportunities and equal treatment of men and
women in matters of employment and occupation (recast version) (2004/0084/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending
Directive 2003/88/EC concerning certain aspects of the organisation of working time
(2004/0209/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning unfair
business-to-consumer commercial practices in the Internal Market and amending
directives 84/450/EEC, 97/7/EC and 98/27/EC (the Unfair Commercial Practices
Directive (2003/0134/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
harmonisation of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States
concerning credit for consumers (2002/0222/COD)

Proposal for a Regulation of the EP and Council on nutrition and health claims made on
foods (2003/0165/COD)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the addition
of vitamins and minerals and of certain other substances to foods (2003/0262/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending
Directive 95/2/EC on food additives other than colours and sweeteners and Directive
94/35/EC on sweeteners for use in foodstuffs (2004/0237/COD)




Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 87/328/EEC as regards the storage
of semen of bovine animals intended for intra-Community trade (2004/0188/CNS)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European parliament and of the Council amending
Regulation (EC) N° 999/2001 laying down rules for the prevention, control and
eradication of certain transmissible spongiform encephalopathy’s (2004/0270/COD)

Proposal for a2 Council Decision approving the accession of the European Community to
the International Convention for the Protection of New varieties of Plants, as revised at
Geneva on 19 March 1991 (2004/0275/CNS)

Competitiveness (Internal Market, Industrv and Research)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the recognition
of professional qualifications (2002/0061/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on services in the
internal market (2004/0001/COD)

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Regulation concerning sales promotions
in the Internal Market (2001/0227/COD)

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the Community Patent (2000/0177/CNS)
Proposal for a Decision establishing the Community Patent Court (2003/0324/CNS)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
patentability of computer-implemented inventions (2002/0047/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending
Directive 98/71/EC on the legal protection of designs (repairs clause) (2004/0203/COD)

Proposal for a European Parliament and Council Regulation on compulsory licensing of
patents relating to the manufacture of pharmaceutical products for export to countries with
public health problems (604/0258/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council
Directives 72/166/EEC, 84/5/EEC, 88/357/EEC, 90/232/EEC and Directive 2000/26/EC
on insurance against civil liability in respect of the use of motor vehicles Proposal
{2002/0124/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on reinsurance and
amending Council Directives 73/239/EEC, 92/49/EEC and Directives 98/78/EC and

2002/83/EC (2004/0097/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
harmonisation of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States
concerning credit for consumers (2002/0222/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on cross border
mergers of companies with share capital (10" Company Law Directive) (2003/0277/COD)
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Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council

- Directive 77/91/EEC, as regards the formation of public limited Iiability companies and

the maintenance and alteration of their capital (2" Company Law Directive)
(2004/0256/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council relating to the
taking up and pursuit of the business of credit institutions (recast) - Vol I 2004/0155/COD

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the prevention
of the use of the financial system for the purpose of money laundering, including terrorist
financing (2004/0137/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on statutory audit
of annual accounts and consolidated accounts and amending Council Directives
78/660/EEC and 83/349/EEC (8" Company Law Directive) (2004/0065/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council
Directives 78/660/EEC and 83/349/EEC concerning the annual accounts of certain types
of companies and consolidated accounts (accounting directives - directors' responsibilities,
disclosure of group structure and relations and corporate governance statement)
(2004/0250/COD)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the
Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals (Reach), establishing
a European Chemicals Agency and amending Directive 1999/45/EC and Regulation (EC)
{on Persistent Organic Pollutants} (2003/256/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council
Directive 67/548/EEC in order to adapt it to Regulation (EC) of the European Parliament
and of the Council concerning the registration, evaluation, authorisation and restriction of
chemicals (2003/257/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council relating to

- restrictions on the marketing and use of certain polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in

extender oils and tyres (twenty-seventh amendment of Council Directive 76/769/EEC)-
(2004/36/COD) ‘

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council relating to
restrictions on the marketing and use of toluene and ftrichlorobenzene (twenty-eighth
amendment of Council Directive 76/769/EEC (2004/111/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending, for the
twenty-ninth time, Council Directive 76/769/EEC on the approximation of the laws,
regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States relating to restrictions on
the marketing and use of certain dangerous substances and preparations (substances
classified as carcinogen, mutagen or toxic to reproduction — ¢/m/r) (2004/0225/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council relating to the use
of frontal protection systems on motor vehicles and amending Council Directive
70/156/EEC (2003/226/COD)




Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the type-
approval of motor vehicles with regard to their re-usability, recyclability and
recoverability and amending Council Directive 70/156/EEC (2004/53/COD)

Paediatrics (Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on
medicinal products for paediatric use and amending Council Regulation (EEC) n°
1786/92, Directive 2001/83/EC and Regulation (EC) n°® 726/2004 (2004/217/COD)

Draft Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down
rules on nominal quantities for pre-packed products, repealing Council Directives
75/106/EEC and 80/232/EEC, and amending Council Directive 76/211/EEC

(2004/248/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the approval of
motor vehicles and their trailers, and of systems, components and separate technical units
intended for such vehicles (Recast version) (2003/153/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council On establishing a
framework for the setting of Eco-design requirements for Energy-Using Products and
amending Council Directive 92/42/EEC (2003/172/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council
Directive 77/541/EEC on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to
safety belts and restraint systems of motor vehicles (2003/130/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council
Directive 76/115/EEC on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to
anchorages for motor-vehicle safety belts (2003/136/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council
Directive 74/408/EEC relating to motor vehicles with regards to the seats, their
anchorages and head restraints (2003/128/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on machinery and
amending Directive 95/16/EC (2001/0004/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending for the
22nd time Directive 76/769/EEC on the approximation of the laws, regulations and
administrative provisions of the Member States relating to restrictions on the marketing
and use of certain dangerous substances and preparations (phthalates) and amending
Council Directive 88/378/EEC on the approximation of the laws of the Member States
concerning the safety of toys (1999/0238/COD)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to the measures to be taken
against the emission of gaseous and particulate pollutants from compression ignition
engines for use in vehicles, and the emission of gaseous pollutants from positive-ignition
engines fuelled with natural gas or liquefied petroleum gas for use in vehicles (Recast
version) (2063/205/COD)

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council
Decision2000/819/EC on a multiannual programme for enterprise and entrepreneurship,



and in particular for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) (2001-2005)
(2004/0272/COD)

Transport, telecommunications and energy

Proposition de directive du Parlement curopéen et du Conseil modifiant la directive
1999/62/CE relative 4 la taxation des poids lourds pour [Putilisation de certaines
infrastructures («Eurovignette»): la Commission demande au Conseil d’arriver trés
prochainement 4 une position commune (2003/0175/COD)

Proposition de réglement du Parlement européen et du Conseil modifiant le réglement
CEE no 3922/91 du Conseil relatif 4 I'harmonisation de régles techniques et de procédures
administratives dans le domaine de I’aviation civile: la Commission demande au Conseil
d’arriver trés prochainement 4 une position commune (2000/0069/COD)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council determining the
general rules for the granting of community financial aid in the ficld of the trans-european
transport networks and energy and amending council regulation (ec) n° 2236/95
(2004/0154/COD)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and the Council on the
implementation of the deployment and commercial operating phases of the European

‘programme of satellite radio navigation (Galileo) (2004/0156/COD)

Proposal for a Reguiation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the
second “Marco Polo” programme for the granting of Community financial assistance to
improve the environmental performance of the freight transport system ("Marco Polo "y
(2004/0157/COD})

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the implementation of Protocol No 9 on the
Bohunice V1 nuclear power plant in Slovakia, as annexed to the Act concerning the
conditions of accession to the European Union of the Czech Republic, Estonia, Cyprus,
Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta, Poland, Slovenia and Slovakia (Fonds de
démantélement) (2004/0221/CNS)

Nuclear safety:

Proposition modifiée de directive (Euratom) du Conseil définissant les obligations de base
et les principes généraux dans le domaine de la sireté des installations nucléaires

(2003/0021/CNS)

Proposition modifiée de directive (Euratom) du Conseil sur la gestion du combustible
nucléaire irradi¢ et des déchets radioactifs (2003/0022/CNS)

3rd Railways package (4 items) :

Proposition de directive du Parlement européen et du Conseil modifiant Ia directive
91/440/CEE du Conseil relative an développement de chemins de fer communautaires

(2004/0047/COD)




— Proposition de directive du Parlement européen et du Conseil relative a la certification du
personnel de bord assurant la conduite de locomotives et de trains sur le résean ferroviaire
de la Communauté (2004/0048/COD)

1

Proposition de réglement du Parlement européen et du Conseil sur les droits et obligations
des voyageurs ferroviaires internationaux (2004/0049/COD)

Proposition de réglement du Parlement européen et du Conseil concernant les
compensations en cas de non-respect des exigences de qualité contractuelies applicables
aux services de fret ferroviaire (2004/050/C0OD)

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a
multiannual Community programme to make digital content in Europe more accessible,
‘usable and exploitable. (2004/0025/COD)

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on establishing a
multiannual Community programme on promoting safer use of Internet and new online
technologies. (2004/0023/COD)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending
Council Regulation (EC) No 2236/95/EC laying down general rules for the granting of
Community financial aid in the field of trans-European networks (2003/0086/COD)

Proposition de décision du PE et du Conseil portant sur la mise en csuvre d'un programme
de soutien au secteur audiovisuel européen (MEDIA 2007) (2004/0151/COD})

Proposition de recommandation du PE et du Conseil sur le patrimoine cinématographique
et la compétitivité des activités industrielles connexes (2004/0066/COD)

1

Proposition de recommandation du PE et du Conseil sur la protection des mineurs et de la
dignité humaine et le droit de réponse en lien avec la compétitivité de I’industrie
européenne des services audiovisuels et d’information (2004/0117/COD)

Agriculture and Fisheries

— Proposal for a Council Regulation on support for rural development by the European
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD. (2004/0161/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the financing of the common agricultural policy
(2004/0164/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 850/98 as regards the
protection of deep-water coral reefs from the effects of trawling in certain areas of the

Atlantic Ocean (2004/0020/CNS)

Proposal for 2 Council Regulation establishing measures for the recovery of the sole
stocks in the Western Channel and the Bay of Biscay (2003/0327/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing measures for the recovery of the Southern
hake and Norway lobster stocks in the Cantabrian Sea and Western Iberian peninsula and
amending Regulation (EC) No 850/98 (2003/0318/CNS)
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Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning management measures for the sustainable
exploitation of fishery resources in the Mediterranean Sea and amending Regulations (EC)
No 2847/93 and (EC) No 973/2001 (2003/0229/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a Community Fisheries Control Agency
and amending Regulation (EC) No 2847/93 establishing a control system applicablie to the
Common Fisheries Policy (2004/0108/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Regulation on the European Fisheries Fund (2004/0169/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a rebuilding plan for Greenland halibut in
the framework of the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organisation (2004/0229/CNS)

Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the electronic transmission of information
on fishing activities and the use of vessel detection systems. (2004/0252/CNS)

Education, Youth and Cultare

Proposition de décision du PE et du Conseil établissant le programme Culture 2007 (2007-
2013) (2004/150/COD)

Proposition de décision du PE et du Conseil établissant le programme « Jeunesse en
action » pour la période 2007-2013 (2004/0152/COD)

Proposition de décision du PE et du Conseil établissant un programme d'action intégré
dans le domaine de I'éducation et de la formation tout au long de la vie (2004/0153/COD)

Proposition de recommandation du PE et du Conseil concernant la poursuite de la
coopération européenne visant la garantic de la qualité dans Ienseignement supérieur

(2004/0239/COD)

Proposition de décision du Parlement européen et du Conseil modifiant la décision
1419/1999/CE instituant une action communautaire en faveur de la manifestation
"Capitale européenne de Ja culture” pour les années 2005 a 2019 (2003/0274/COD)

Environment

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the Protection
of the Environment through Criminal Law (COD/2001/76)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council concering the
quality of bathing water (COD/2002/254)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending
Directive 1999/32/EC as regards the sulphur content of marine fuels - volume ii

(COD/2002/259)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
management of waste from the exfractive industries {COD/2003/107)
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Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on shipments of
. Waste (COD/2003/139)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on certain
- fluorinated greenhouse gases (COD/2003/189)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council relating to arsenic,
cadmium, mercury, nickel and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in ambient air

(COD/2003/164)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending the
Directive establishing a scheme for greenhouse gas emission allowance trading within the
Community, in respect of the Kyoto Protocol's project mechanisms (COD/2003/173)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the protection
of groundwater against pollution (COD/2003/210)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
application of the provisions of the Arhus Convention on Access to Information, Public
Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matiers to EC
institutions and bodies (COD/2003/242)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on access to
justice in environmental matters (COD/2003/246 }

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the
Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals (Reach), establishing
a European Chemicals Agency and amending Directive 1999/45/EC and Regulation (EC)
{on Persistent Organic Poliutants} (COD/2003/256)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council
Directive 67/548/EEC in order to adapt it to Regulation (EC) of the European Parliament
and of the Council concerning the registration, evaluation, authorisation and restriction of

chemicals (CO1)/2003/257)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending
Regulation (EC) N° 1655/2000 concerning the Financial Instrument for the Environment

(LIFE) (COD/2003/260)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on batteries and
accumulators and spent batteries and accumulators (COD/2003/282)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council introducing
humane trapping standards for certain animal species (COD/2004/183)

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing an
infrastructure for spatial information in the Community (INSPIRE) (COD/2004/175)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the
Financial Instrument for the Environment (LIFE +) (COD/2004/218)
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— Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the
establishment of a European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register and amending
Council Directives 91/689/EEC and 96/61/EC (COD/2004/231).
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ANNEX 11T

SIMPLIFICATION'

The following items for adoption in the Work Programme would make a significant
contribution to the programme of simplification:

Thematic Strategy on Air Pollution
Thematic Strategy on Prevention and Recycling of Waste

Proposal for a Council Regulation on Community financing for the implementation of
the Common Fisheries Policy

Proposal for a directive on payments services in the Internal Market

Council regulation amending and updating the Community fegime for the control of
exports of dual-use items & technology

Plant protection product directive

Medical Devices directive

! In Febroary 2003, the Commission presented an ambitious Simplification Programme (COM(2003) 71)
designed to simplify and up-date the content of existing EU legislation, and reduce its volume. This
initiative resulted in a rolling programme for simplification which has been updated by the Commission
on regular basis. Some of the initiatives listed in the present annex implement this simplification
programme. It should be recalled also that the Council endorsed in November 2004 a list of priorities
for simplification based on suggestions from Member States and invited the Commission to take any
appropriate action. The Council list of proposals include the following items: Plant protection products;
Annual accounts; Twelfth company law directive; Waste oils; Waste directive; Hazardous waste;
Incineration of waste; Food iabelling; International vs. EU motor vehicles rules; Construction products;
Medical devices; Pressure vessels; Health and safety at work; Structural business statistics. The present
work programme for 2005 already contains the Commission’s response on some of Council’s priorities
and it should be noted that the pursuit of Council’s simplification priorities do not always require
legislative initiatives from the Commission.




