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+ Ahmad Badr El Din El Hassoun, Grand Mutti of Syria.
(The speaker spoke in Arabic. Below is a transcription of the English interpretation.)

Greetings to you all in the name of our Creator, who created mankind from the same soil and through whose soul we
have been able to become alive. The source of energy that comes to us is from the one God, the Creator; we are his
creation and, hence, | greet you as brothers on this planet, my brothers in spirit and in mankind.

Mr President, Ladies and Gentlemen, Honourable Members, | have come to you from a country which | had not chosen
to be in, but heaven chose that | be one of its citizens. This land, which we call the ‘blessed land’, the land of Al-Sham,
which includes Lebanon, Palestine, Syria, Jordan and Israel, this land which has encompassed all the cultures of
heaven: in our land, the Prophet Abraham walked, and the Prophet Moses lived happily there, and in our land Jesus
(may God'’s blessings be upon him) was born, and from our land he was lifted to the heavens. Muhammad, the Prophet,
came also from Mecca to our land to be lifted into the heavens. Therefore, | would like you to understand the meaning of
that land, which was a source of light and enlightenment without which we would not have been Christians and followers
of Abraham and Moses, and we would not have been Muslims and we would not carry the responsibility of conveying the
divine message to the world.

Therefore, | thank you wholeheartedly and | thank the President of Parliament, who allowed me to open this cultural
debate in a year which is the year of dialogue between cultures.

| say cultures, but really there are no separate cultures, there is but one single culture.

Cultures have had an impact and enriched the culture of mankind, and culture is from our own creation: we created
culture. This Parliament was not built by a Christian or by a Jew or by a Muslim, but it was created by man. This is a
symbol of culture, of its construction.

We all form one single culture, which is called the culture of mankind. Therefore we, in our region, do not believe in a
conflict between cultures at all. It is a single culture in the universe, and it is not multiple. However, different cultures can
exist or co-exist.

(Applause)

So, let us look at where there is conflict between cultures. Conflict exists where there is ignorance, terrorism and
backwardness, but a cultured person, whatever his religion may be, will hold my hand so that we can build the culture of
mankind together. When man reached the moon, the Soviet Agency at the time and NASA were not all Americans or
Russians, they were also Europeans, Italians, Germans, French, Belgians and Arabs. They, together, built the civilisation
that allowed mankind to reach space.

So let us have a look once again at the terminology or the term ‘conflict’ between cultures or civilisations. This is
dangerous because civilisation cannot be built separately. Those who built the pyramids are our great-grandfathers, and
those who built the pyramids in Chile are also among our great-grandfathers and therefore, as | said, civilisation is one.

A second point. Does civilisation have a religion? Or is it a human culture in which religion gives its moral values? There
is no Islamic civilisation, or Christian civilisation, or Jewish civilisation. Religion gives civilisation its moral values, but
culture is something that we built. God created religion, but we create cultures. This is what we have built, but religion is
the work of God. Do not, therefore, limit civilisation because it is the result of our work, whereas religion, as | said, is the
work of God.

Who creates civilisation? Mankind — you and I. Who are we, you and I? Are you different from me? No. You are not the
other party. The animal might be the other party, but you are my brother or sister, whatever your religion or language,
because my mother is your mother, my father is your father, and the land is our mother and Abraham is our father.
Therefore, let us create a new generation that believes that ‘the other’ is the animal. But man, whatever his religion or
wherever he comes from, is my brother or sister, and his blood is my blood. His spirit is mine and his ideas are mine and
his freedom is my freedom, and his culture is different from my culture. So let us build civilisation together. We do not
believe, in our region, in the multiplicity of religions: multiple religions do not exist.



Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad came with one single religion — the worship of God and the dignity of mankind.
As for legislation and law, these differ from time to time and from period to period. There can be many legislations, but
there cannot be many religions. Therefore, your God and our God are the same and single one and we all worship the
same Creator. Hence there cannot be religious conflict. This brings me to say that there is no holy war. | do not believe in
holy wars, because a war can never be holy: it is peace that is holy.

(Applause)

So let us teach our children in schools, churches and in religious places and in the mosques that what is really sacred in
the universe is man and not the Kaaba or the Masjid al-Agsa or the Church of the Trinity but mankind — mankind is the
most holy and sacred thing in the universe, and this is more important than any other sacred thing.

(Applause)

Why do | say this to you, ladies and gentlemen? Because the Kaaba was created by Abraham, a man, and the Wall of
Mecca was built by a Jew, and the Church of the Trinity was built by a Christian. But man — who created man? This is the
creation of the Creator, and anybody who destroys the creation of the Creator should not be respected.

Any person who kills an Israeli or Iragi child will be called upon to respond to his action before God because those
children are the creation of God on this planet and we destroyed that creation. Can we bring life back to those persons?
If the Kaaba were to be destroyed, our children could build it again and if the Masjid al-Agsa were to be destroyed, we
could reconstruct it. If the Church of Trinity were to be destroyed, the next generation would build it but, believe me, if
one man is killed, who can give him back his life?

Hence | greet and commend Europe that invited me to come to this place. So | start with you and call upon you to ensure
that the dialogue between civilisations has to be endless and open so that we create states based on a civil basis — not a
religious or an ethnic basis because religion is a relation between you and God — but we must live together in this world
peacefully. | do not impose my religion on you and you do not impose your religion on me. This is something between us
and the Creator.

So, let us build a new generation that believes that the civilisation of mankind is a common work and that the most noble
of all is mankind and freedom — after God, of course. If we would like to see peace in the world, let us start from the land
of peace: Palestine and Israel. So we can tell people, as the Pope said years ago, rather than building the wall, let us
build the bridges of peace, because Palestine is the land of peace. Considering how much it costs to build that wall, we
could actually allow Christian, Jewish and Muslim children to attend the same school and to live as brothers and sisters
in a school of peace.

(Applause)

Yes, we extended our hands to you in Syria last year. President Bashar-al-Asad extended his hands to the world and
said ‘| want a true peace’. | will not carry a weapon today but | will always carry the words of peace to stand before the
world and say, no more war after today. The victor in war will be a loser if he is temporarily victorious because he killed
people, but the real victors are those who become brothers to other people. It is not land that is holy but it is man that is
holy. Let us make a holy world once man becomes the holy person.

Therefore, please do not believe the media, because the media on many occasions do not tell the truth. Many of you
have visited me in Syria and have come to my mosque, and | went with them to the churches and they saw how we live
as one single family, and that we do not believe in simple cohabitation but in living as a family. Whether we are Muslims,
Jews or Christians we believe in the one house — the house of life.

| have lived, as you, as a Member of Parliament for 10 years in Syria and | felt, the moment | entered into Parliament,
that | did not represent my political party or my group because | was independent; rather, | represented every person
who has asked me to represent him or her and | represented every person who has not asked me to represent him or
her, because he or she is my brother or sister, and | was a representative of everybody in the country. So, do you
represent your countries or political parties or do you represent the human being? Please be representatives for us and
your people, because mankind is unique in the universe.

Yes, you have to represent us on the issues of peace and truthfulness and belief. The Islamic world today witnesses war
in many of its countries. This world must achieve peace, and it has always wanted peace and, if there are certain crises,



that is because of injustice. Christianity came to ensure peace, otherwise we cannot understand what was the mission of
the prophets, such as Moses, who called for the achievement of peace. Nobody wanted to kill anybody, and anybody
who wants to kill a person would be contradicting his beliefs and religion. Do not use religion for killing; religion is for
peace and life.

Yes, this is my message from my country, from a land that was blessed by the heavens and where all the prophets
walked and lived in.

Woman is a great person in our land, and she is dignified, whether she is Jewish, Christian or Muslim, although she
probably faced injustice because of men. Women participate at all levels of our country and the leaders of my country,
including the President, call upon the participation of women in all fields of society.

This city is a title for peace. | saw how it was built and | said that the miracle of the 20th century is Europe. This miracle
that witnessed the First World War and the Second World War, and then managed to destroy the Berlin Wall without
shedding any blood — not one single drop of blood. All Europe came together, and its people came together in one
Parliament. So, could you help us achieve such a parliament — a human parliament, a spiritual one, a universal one?
Please help us, because Syria and the whole Islamic world are waiting for you, whether they are Muslims or Christians.

Finally, since Damascus is the Capital of Arab Culture this year and you started the Year of Intercultural Dialogue, |
would ask you to agree to holding a meeting for cultures in the Capital of Arab Culture, Damascus, to say that the world
is at one and that we are extending our hands to Lebanon, because Lebanon has one people, and we should all help the
creation of one Lebanon and one true Palestine, one true Israel, one true Iraq, a land of peace for everyone.

(Sustained applause)



